
  
 

Hon Tony Burke Mr Jihad Dib 
Member for Watson Member for Lakemba 

 
Ms Anne Stanley Mr Paul Lynch 
Member for Werriwa Member for Liverpool 

 
 
Senator the Hon Simon Birmingham 
Minister for Education and Training 
Senate 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA  ACT 2600 

 
 
Dear Minister 

 
We are writing regarding Malek Fahd Islamic School (MFIS) which is based in our 
electorates. 

 
Our understanding is the school has had their Commonwealth funding delayed which has 
placed the school in the precarious position of closure on June 30, 2017. 

 
MFIS campuses have 2342 students currently enrolled. 153 students are in Years 11 and 12. 
Closure of the school will impact profoundly on these students who are completing their 
senior education. 

 
Accommodating the students in surrounding schools will, we believe, cause hardship to both 
the students to be relocated and the schools accepting the students. In the case of the senior 
students, especially those due to sit their Higher School Certificate we are not confident they 
can be accommodated in neighbouring schools due to their curriculum needs and timetabling. 
The Malek Fahd community has great concerns for its students. 

 
Employed at MFIS are 231 teachers and a large number of non-teaching staff. They are 
concerned for their livelihoods should the school close. 

 
The Board has made significant changes and come a long way to addressing the 
Government’s concerns in relation to governance, restructuring and transparency. We are of 
the understanding that the Board of Malek Fahd is committed to achieving the lease 
agreement that will satisfy the Government’s requests. 

 
The concern we share for the staff, students and parent community would be eased if there 
were interim measures put in place for the remainder of the school year. 



We do not in any way oppose the role the Government is playing in insisting on high levels  
of probity and proper governance. It is also the case that the students and parents have done 
nothing wrong. 

 
We implore the Government to ensure that students and parents are not the ones who end up 
being punished. 

 
Yours sincerely 

  
Tony Burke Anne Stanley 
Member for Watson Member for Werriwa 

 

 
Jihad Dib Paul Lynch 
Member for Lakemba Member for Liverpool 

 

 


